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(e) Any vessel which fails to meet the
requirements of this section may be de-
nied transit. If the Canal authorities
decide that a vessel can be handled
without undue danger to equipment or
to personnel, notwithstanding her fail-
ure to comply with other requirements
of this section, and permit her to tran-
sit, such vessel may do so only at its
own risk and, to the extent and in the
proportion that such failure to meet
the requirements of this section proxi-
mately causes or contributes to a cas-
ualty and resulting damages, the Mas-
ter of such vessel, on behalf of said ves-
sel, her owners, operators or any other
persons having any interest in her, and
for himself, will be considered to have
released the Panama Canal Commis-
sion and the United States from, and to
have indemnified them against, any
loss, damage or liability incurred by
Panama Canal Commission or the
United States under, or in respect to:

(1) Sections 1411 through 1416, inclu-
sive, of Pub. L. 96-70, 93 Stat. 485-87;

(2) Property of the Panama Canal
Commission or the United States; and

(3) Panama Canal Commission em-
ployees under the Federal Employees’
Compensation Act, 5 U.S.C. 8101, et seq.,
or any other employee compensation
system.

The Master of the vessel that fails to
meet the requirements of this section
may be required to execute, in the
presence of a Commission official, a
form undertaking to release the Pan-
ama Canal Commission and the United
States from liability in case of an acci-
dent and to indemnify the Commission
and the United States for damages sus-
tained. The failure of the Master of a
vessel to sign such a form, however,
will not relieve the vessel, her owners,
or any other person having an interest
in her from liability incurred as a re-
sult of vessel’s failure to meet the re-
quirements of this section.

[40 FR 8348, Feb. 27, 1975, as amended at 41
FR 21775, May 28, 1976; 46 FR 63179, Dec. 30,
1981]

8§103.11 Vessels without mechanical
signal system to engine room sub-
ject to delay in transiting.

(a) A vessel that is not equipped with
a properly operating mechanical sys-
tem of signals between the pilot house
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and the engine room, as recommended
under paragraph (b) of this section, is
subject to delay in transiting to the ex-
tent the Canal authorities deem nec-
essary or appropriate in order to mini-
mize, in the light of the type and vol-
ume of Canal traffic and of other fac-
tors relating to the safety of Canal op-
erations, the increased hazards of navi-
gation resulting from failure of the
vessel to be so equipped.

(b) It is recommended that every ves-
sel have a mechanical system of sig-
nals between the pilot house and the
engine room. Any such system should
return the engine order to the pilot
house. If the signal system is by bells
the vessel should have a tube, of proper
size, so arranged as to return the sound
of the bell signals to the pilot house,
and should also be provided with a
speaking tube or other device for the
purpose of conversation between the
pilot house and engine room. If the sig-
nal system is by engine room telegraph
it should be capable of repeating the
order back to the pilot house.

[31 FR 12289, Sept. 16, 1966]

§103.12 Discharge of firearms.

No firearms of any kind may be dis-
charged from vessels while in Canal
waters, except that authorized salutes
by vessels of war will be permitted by
prior arrangement with Canal authori-
ties.

§103.13 Firing of salutes.

Vessels of war may not fire salutes
while at a Commission dock, in the
locks, or in Gaillard Cut.

§103.14 Colors and house flags.

During daylight, vessels in Canal wa-
ters shall display their colors and
house flags.

§103.15 Boarding vessels at anchor or
underway.

Except for members of the Canal
boarding party, pilots, Republic of Pan-
ama boarding officials, and agents, in
the performance of their official duties,
and such other persons as may be au-
thorized by Canal authorities, no per-
son, with or without the consent of the
Master, may board a vessel at anchor
or underway in the Canal waters.



Panama Canal Regulations

8§103.16 Meals to be furnished by ves-
sel in certain cases.

Vessels shall furnish meals to Pan-
ama Canal pilots without charge dur-
ing the ship’s regular meal hours and
shall furnish a meal to the pilot be-
tween 2200 hours and 0400 hours if the
vessel is transiting the Canal during
such hours. In addition, vessels shall
provide meals without charge during
the ship’s regular meal hours to any
other Panama Canal Commission per-
sonnel, other than linehandlers, whose
assignment will require them to be
aboard the vessel for four or more
hours. If a vessel is unable to furnish
such meals, they may be furnished by
the Panama Canal Commission at the
expense of the vessel.

§103.17 Boat for handling lines.

A vessel shall keep at least one boat
ready for lowering, for the purpose of
handling lines.

[31 FR 12289, Sept. 16, 1966]

§103.18 Pilot ladders, hoists and side
ports.

(@) A vessel shall, weather permit-
ting, have both an accommodation lad-
der and a pilot ladder rigged and ready
for use upon arrival in Canal waters.

(b) The pilot ladder shall be con-
structed and rigged in accordance with
Regulation 17, Chapter V, Inter-
national Convention for Safety of Life
at Sea, 1974, TIAS 9700, except that:

(c) When the distance from the water
line to the point of access of the vessel
exceeds nine meters or 30 feet, a com-
bination pilot ladder and short brow
accommodation ladder must be pro-
vided for boarding purposes.

(d) A mechanical pilot hoist may be
used for boarding officials and pilots
only at their discretion, and provided
that the design and construction of the
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§103.19

hoist and ancillary equipment are in
accordance with Regulation 17, Chapter
V, International Convention for Safety
of Life at Sea, 1974.

(e) When a mechanical pilot hoist is
used, a ring buoy fitted with a lifeline
and self-igniting light shall be avail-
able and ready for immediate use. The
pilot ladder required by §103.18(a) shall
be in close proximity to the pilot hoist,
ready for immediate use but lashed up
so as not to interfere with the pilot
hoist.

(f) When the side ports are used for
boarding, the minimum vertical dis-
tance between the waterline and the
bottom of the side port at any draft
shall be six feet.

§103.19 Requirement for pilot shelter
platforms.

(a) Any vessel that, in accordance
with Panama Canal operation stand-
ards, is required to have three or more
pilots aboard, shall provide suitable
pilot shelter platforms for the assisting
pilots. The purpose for the pilot plat-
forms is to provide shelters from sun
and rain for pilots working near the
bow or the stern of a vessel and to pro-
vide adequate visibility around the
locks in order to reduce the danger of
damage. In general, this bow/stern
pilot shelter platforms are required on
ships of 190.5 meters (625 feet) or more
in length and a beam of 30.5 meters (100
feet) or greater. They may also be re-
quired on certain smaller ships that
the Marine Director or his designated
representative determine require three
or more pilots. Those vessels requiring
shelters shall provide them for use no
later than six months from the effec-
tive date of the final rule.

(b) The following is a sketch of a sim-
plified pilot platform which is accept-
able to the Panama Canal Commission:
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